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On 20 November 2012, 32 second year and 6 first year SMJM
(Mechanical Precision Engineering) students went on a study
tour to the Proton factory in Tanjung Malim, Perak. The
purpose of this visit was to provide a more in-depth
knowledge to the undergraduate Mechanical Precision
Engineering students of the car manufacturing process. This
visit was aimed to expand students' knowledge in automotive
manufacturing in Malaysia, especially at PROTON.
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Japanese University Style Postgraduate
Evaluation Workshop
The MJIIT Academic Affairs conducted a three day
workshop for MJIIT postgraduate students. The event
took place at Swiss-Garden Golf Resort & Spa, Damai
Laut, Lumut, Perak from 7 till 9 December 2012.
The objectives of this workshop was to study, familiarize, criticize and contribute in
meaningful and constructive way on the Japanese University Style Postgraduate Evaluation
before a proposal is presented for final approval to the School of Postgraduate Studies,
UTM. MJIIT also hopes that through this evaluation workshop our postgraduate students
will be able to graduate on time.
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On 18 December 2012, there was a Poster Presentation by the first semester Electronic
Systems Engineering (ESE) students for the subject “Introduction to Electronic System
Engineering”. Students were required to make a poster based on the three elective courses
available in the Electronic System Department: 1) Industrial Automation 2) Bioelectronics
System 3) Embedded System.
The purpose of the poster presentation was to
provide early exposure on the three elective
components available in Electronic System
Department. Some topics presented during this
poster presentation were Process Control and
Instrumentation,
Bioelectronics
and
Bioinstrumentation, Mechatronic System
Design.
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NEW STAFF
Commencement of New Staff
There are 2 new academic staff who begin their new journey with MJIIT. They are:
1– Prof. Dr. Takashi Yamamoto (Deputy Dean, Liaison & Internationalization)
2– Prof. Dr. Masabumi Nishikawa (EGT)
Effectively on 1 November 2012, Dr. Shahrum Shah bin Abdullah has been appointed as a new Deputy
Dean (Research & Development) replacing of Dr. Noor Azian binti Abdul Morad who step down
from the position because of her health condition.

A message from Dr. Shahrum Shah bin Abdullah
Deputy Dean (Research and Development), MJIIT
All praises and thanks are due to Allah, the one alone worthy of Worship. May Allah’s mercy and peace be upon the prophet
Muhammad (s.a.w.) and those who follow him faithfully to the Day of Judgment.
First of all, thank you for giving me this opportunity to say a few words. I would like to begin by thanking all MJIIT staff and
UTM management for having the trust and confidence in me to hold this position. Certainly being part of the management team
of a new institution such as MJIIT requires a lot of commitment and I will try to fulfill the requirements of this position to the
best of my ability. To me, there are still a lot to learn about the responsibilities and demand of this position and I will try to
acquire as much knowledge as possible during this early stage, especially from the former Deputy Dean, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Noor
Azian Morad. I hope she will continue to provide all of us with her wisdom and thoughts so as to ensure the continuity of her
work and avoiding additional delay in the development and establishment of MJIIT. To Dr. Noor Azian, thank you very much
for your excellent service to MJIIT during your tenure as the Deputy Dean of Research and Development.
Being a fairly new institution, I think we are all aware of the substantial amount of work to be done, especially in setting up the
basic requirements of MJIIT. These basic requirements include facilities, basic administration processes and unique working
culture, that at this moment are very much at their infancy stage and some of them take time to be established. Only by sincerely working together will we be able to effectively establish these fundamentals and realize our vision of creating a unique
institution that blends Japanese style engineering education with Malaysia’s distinctiveness right here at MJIIT. The possibility
of all of us especially Malaysians and Japanese staffs working together in harmony should not be a problem, especially since
there are already many positive Japanese values such as punctuality, ‘senpai’-‘kohai’ relationship and ‘kaizen’ which also forms
part of the religious teaching of Islam which is the deeply held belief of most academic staff at MJIIT.
I hope to receive every support from all of MJIIT members, academic and non-academic staff alike. From the ‘senpai’, your
wisdom and guidance are certainly necessary while from the ‘kohai’, your ideas, enthusiasms and energy are very much needed. I
think there are still a lot of challenges ahead of us but certainly with the right amount of effort from all MJIIT members, I am
optimist that MJIIT will eventually grow and evolve into a great institution we all aspire it to be.

A message from Prof. Emeritus Dr. Takashi Yamamoto
Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology
I am working at MJIIT since November 9, 2012 where I superseded Professor Kinoshita as Deputy Dean
(Liaison and Internationalization).
I was impressed with the presentation by Mr. Bolden, Administrator of NASA which was made on
December 13, 2012 in UTM. In his presentation, he talked about the importance of execution in our own post.
He said, “Do all you can with what you have in the time that you have in the place that you are.” With trigger
by his presentation, I remember the saying by Winston Churchill, Former Prime Minister of United Kingdom,
that “A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty.”
In the present MJIIT, there are many difficulties and unsolved subjects. Since acknowledging myself as an
optimist, I get excited to work in this kind of environment and situation. There are many opportunities and
implicit potentialities in this environment of MJIIT. Let’s work and study together in MJIT facing toward
future.

A message from Prof. Dr. Masabumi Nishikawa
KYUSHU University
I arrived at Kuala Lumpur in the evening of November 11 with my wife. Our first impression of KL is
modern buildings, busy traffic with cars and bikes, and wild drivers. I prefer to come to school on foot
ever since I was a student. However, I have often experienced difficulties in crossing Jalan Tun Razak.
I want to develop the intensive research works about the energy system at the age of our grandchildren
from the viewpoints of chemical engineering (including ecological discussion, of course) with help
of people and students in MJIIT. Nuclear fusion, Nuclear fission, Solar energy system, Hydraulic power, or
else as the primary energy sources in future?
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MAIN ACTIVITIES
PUBLIC LECTURE:
Possibility of Restoration of RNA via Synthetic
Oligodeoxynucleotides
by Prof. Dr. Toshifumi TSUKAHARA (Japan Advanced Institute of Science and
Technology-JAIST)

A public lecture on the Possibility of Restoration of RNA via Synthetic Oligoodeoxynucleotides was held on
8 November 2012. The speaker was Prof. Dr. Toshifumi Tsukahara, a Professor at School of Materials Science, Japan Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (JAIST).
The content of the lecture explained that RNAs are carrying the genetic information and mediating protein
synthesis in every cell. Some RNA molecules act as catalyzer of biological reactions, controller of gene
expression, or sensor and communicator of responses to cellular signals. Also, the recent discoveries in
RNAs have revolutionized not only the understanding of gene regulation but also therapeutic approach for
genetic diseases.

MJIIT-JUC JOINT SYMPOSIUM 2012
&
Presentation of JACTIM Foundation Fellowship
A joint symposium between Malaysia-Japan International Institute of Technology (MJIIT) and Japanese Universities
Consortium was held between the 21 and 23 November 2012 at Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur. The
opening ceremony was officiated by Dr. Shahrum Shah bin Abdullah, MJIIT Deputy Dean (Research & Development)
on 21 November 2012. The symposium promoted match making between MJIIT and JUC for future joint supervision by
enhancing communication and cooperation between MJIIT and Japanese consortium universities. The meeting helped
forge friendships between researchers and students from the related organizations and was a great success.
Along with the symposium, there was a presentation of JACTIM Foundation fellowship that conferred to the JACTIM
research proposal competition winner. The winner for Excellent Proposal was Mr. Mohd Sharizan bin Md Sarip while
Ms. Lee Kee Quen won the Best Presenter Award. Other winner for Best Proposal includes Ms. Asnizah binti Sahekhani, Mr. Mohd Yusop bin Harun, Ms. Syaripah Za’imah binti Syed Jaapar, Ms. Lalitha Bhavani, Ms. Izyan Iryani binti
Mohd Yazid, Mr. Nafees Mansoor (Bangladesh) and Mr. Mojgan Kouhnavard (Iran).
BANQUET DINNER FOR MJJS 2012
A banquet dinner hosted by the Ambassador of Japan to Malaysia, H.E Mr. Shigeru Nakamura was held on 22
November 2012 at FELDA Villa, Kuala Lumpur in conjunction to MJIIT-JUC Joint Symposium 2012. All participants of
symposium were cordially invited to the dinner. The dinner was marked by Malaysian traditional dance performances
and lucky draw.
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MJIIT LEADERSHIP LECTURE SERIES 2:
Toyota Production System at UMW Toyota Kaizen Never Stops, Kaizen Never Ends
By Yg. Bhg. Datuk Takashi HIBI, Deputy Chairman
(UMW Toyota Motor Sdn Bhd)
(President, Japanese Chamber of Trade and Industry, Malaysia)
MJIIT Leadership Lecture Series provides a platform for representatives from government and industrial circles to
share their knowledge and experience. These lectures serve to motivate MJIIT students to understand the social,
cultural, global and environmental responsibilities of a professional engineer, and the need for sustainable
development and that of managerial and entrepreneurial skills. A lecture was held on 29 November 2012 at Dewan
Besar, UTM Kuala Lumpur. The lecture was been given by Yg. Bhg. Datuk Takashi Hibi with the topic of Toyota
Production System—Kaizen never stops, Kaizen never ends.
Toyota Production System (TPS) is generally called Lean Production System, and now being implemented at many
manufacturing plants. It is one of the pillars that sustains Japanese Monozukuri. Many Japanese words, such as
Kaizen, Kanban, Muri-Muda-Mura, Genba etc, are widely used as tools or way of thinking to implement TPS. Datuk
Hibi introduced the basic philosophy of TPS to all functions at UMW Toyota from production to logistics, sales,
services and so on to increase the company’s competitiveness. Datuk Hibi encourages all MJIIT students to contribute
to Malaysia’s industrial development by practicing TPS in their future business endeavors.

TOYOTA PRIUS HANDOVER CEREMONY
The Toyota Prius handover ceremony took place during the MJIIT Leadership
Lecture Series 2. The ceremony consisted of a handover of mock a key by Datuk
Takashi Hibi, Deputy Chairman of UMW Toyota Motor Sdn Bhd to Assoc. Prof.
Dr. Sabariah binti Baharun, Deputy Dean (Academic) MJIIT. This hand over of
high technology and iconic Toyota Prius to MJIIT is symbolic of the support of
UMW Toyota Motor Sdn Bhd towards MJIIT’s vision and activities.

Visit by Mr. Koji Omi, Founder of Science and Technology in Society Forum
A visit to MJIIT by Mr. Koji Omi accompanied by Prof. Datuk Ir. Dr. Zaini bin Ujang, Vice Chancellor of Universiti
Technology Malaysia took place on 28 November 2012, in conjunction with the launch of the Zarith Sofiah Foundation
in UTM Kuala Lumpur Campus. He is considered as a key political figure and one of the most influential in the field of
science and technology in Japan.
Mr. Koji Omi is known for his outstanding achievement as the founder of the Science and Technology in Society (STS)
Forum with the aim of building a worldwide network among scientists, policymakers and business people. The
STS forum has been successfully held annually in Kyoto, Japan since 2004, to
discuss pertinent issues in science and technology for the good of mankind. The
forum is regarded as the meeting point of great minds such as noble laureates
and renowned scientists and thinkers.
His presence in MJIIT thus marks a significant moment for the university to
engage in meaningful events such as the STS Forum.

Courtesy Visit by Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO)
On 10 December 2012, a delegation from the Japan Student Services
Organization (JASSO) which included Mr. Tsukioka Hideto, Vice President
and Ms. Suzuki Michiko, Executive Director came to MJIIT in conjunction
with 2012 STUDY in JAPAN Pavilion at the FACON Education Fair , that was
held on 8 and 9 December 2012 at Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC). The
purpose of this visit was to understand how MJIIT is contributing to the
academic world, exchange ideas and promote international student exchange.

4

Introduction of iKOHZA : Vehicle System Engineering

Dr. Wira Jazair bin Yahya
Coordinator of iKohza,
Vehicle System Engineering
Malaysia-Japan International Institute of Technology (MJIIT)

The Vehicle System Engineering (VSE) Research Laboratory is a highly dedicated group with activities and facilities
spanning across the field of Low Carbon and Active Driving Technologies in transportation. Research toward Low
Carbon application aim for higher vehicle efficiency through advanced engine sub-systems, thus leads to lower fuel
consumption and emission. Some of the on-going current research are alternative & emulsion fuels, engine
downsizing, turbo compound, waste heat recovery devices, combustion control strategies and engine mechanism
control strategies.
On 19 November 2012, Professor Dr. Yoshiyuki Kidoguchi from Tokushima University was invited to
MJIIT. He is the Head of Power Engineering Laboratory (PEL) in the university. PEL have many years
of experiences in conducting research on engine combustion and produced many quality journal
papers and hold several pattern designs. Companies such as Toyota and Yanmar are some of close
industrial collaborators.
Professor Kidoguchi was invited to MJIIT by Dr. Wira Jazair so that he would advice on research progress of Vehicle
System Engineering iKohza. Possible collaboration was one of the agenda of this meeting. During the meeting Prof.
Kidoguchi visited the Vehicle System Engineering iKohza laboratory. He also presented the latest research that has
been done in PEL. His commitment on having collaboration with MJIIT is very clear. Vehicle System Engineering,
iKohza particularly will have great benefit from Prof. Kidoguchi’s commitment and guidance.

UPCOMING EVENT
MJIIT ADVISORY PANEL MEETING
Date : 31 January 2013
Venue : JUMAAH HALL, UTM Kuala Lumpur
Advisory Panel Meeting is an annual meeting organized by MJIIT. The
objective of this meeting is to assist MJIIT in determining the program to
achieve the desired goals.
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